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tainly 'he could not have made a better clioice.1 Ho made the Empress Maria Louisa Regent, and appointed a Council of Regency to assist her.
i Meneval, who had held the Post of Secretary to Napoleon from the time of Bourrienne's disgrace in 1802, had been nearly killed by the hardships of the Russian campaign, and now received an honorable and responsible but less onerous post. He remained with the Empress till 7th May, 1815, when, finding that she would not return to her husband, he left her to rejoin his master., dismissed the Holy Tather, arid published the act to which he had assented. Bonaparte had no leisure to pay attention to the new difficulties started by Pius VII.; his thoughts were wholly directed to the other side of the Rhine. He was unfortunate, and the powers with whom he was most intimately allied separated from him, as he might have expected, and Austria was not the last to imitate the example set by Prussia. In these difficult circumstances the Emperor, who for some time past had observed the talent and address of the Comte Louis de Narbonne, sent him to Vienna, to supersede M. Otto; but the pacific propositions of M. de Narbonne were not listened to. Austria would not let slip the fair opportunity of taking revenge without endangering herself.
